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MESSAGE FROM THE SNAPLINE COMMITEE
Welcome to a typical pandemic-era SNAPline Committee meeting.

Is the sight of arrayed video call boxes imprinted on your brain too?
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I’ll take any chance to see these faces, even if it is
through a screen.

Punchline is a fully graphic issue featuring comics and illustrations.
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We figured that everyone could use a laugh
(see: the melon-choly watermelon) or a moment of reflection.
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We would love to continue publishing comics and
illustrations in future issues.
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Illustration by Board Vice President Chelsey Campbell
Keep an eye out for SNAPline calls and send us a pitch!

Illustration by Sergio Serrano
Text by Charlie Crittenden
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cover : Pauline Johnson,
A Faint Wail Across the Sea
(process drawing), 2021.
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Blair Brennan
practices his own
brand of quasi-mystical
anarchism from his
home in Treaty 6
territory, sacred land to many people.
Brennan’s artwork has been exhibited
nationally and internationally.
He has written for a number of arts
and cultural publications, in print and
online. Recent illness, injury, related
spinal cord surgeries, and resultant
physical deficiencies compel Brennan
to revisit accepted ideas on the mindbody relationship and to consider his
practice from a disabled or differentlyabled perspective. Brennan’s artwork
documents his magickal progress
in the world. Despite challenges,
Brennan anticipates the
continuation of this process.

tributors

Michelle Campos
Castillo is a
Salvadoran visual
artist living in
Edmonton. She has
been the recipient of several public
art commissions from the City of
Edmonton, including Platanos, a set
of three sculptures on permanent
display at Belvedere Transit Centre,
and is currently producing artwork
for the LRT Valley Line in the west
end of the city. Michelle is a frequent
collaborator with artist Vivek Shraya;
she has provided art direction and
photography for Vivek’s Trisha photo
series, graphic design for her Lambda
Literary Award-nominated book,
What I LOVE about being QUEER,
and VS. Books, the artist’s imprint
with Arsenal Pulp Press.
Digital_Dirt is a
single person art
collective living on
the banks of the
North Saskatchewan
River, Canada. The collective enjoys
doodling and admiring objects found
in nature- especially the non-virtual
kind. Its creative interests focus on
the intersection of information and
physical space: Is it possible to love
and consider important plants and
animals one has only ever seen on a
computer screen? Are things like soil
and watersheds things people need to
experience in the digital age?

4 | 2021.3

Matt Dunlop
is an English artist
and printmaker
based in Calgary,
Alberta. He graduated
with a degree in Illustration from
Camberwell College of Arts, London,
where he specialised in printmaking,
particularly relief print. Since moving
to Canada, Matt has become an avid
instructor for the Alberta Printmakers,
where he also works as the Studio
Assistant. His work mainly references
landscape, where he finds inspiration from spending time in
Canadian outdoors.
Teddy Edwards
is an artist who tried
to sell out and failed.
He’s now on a mission
to reclaim his soul
by making as much cool stuff as he
can. You can see what he’s up to at
teddykaboom.com.
Brad Fehr is an
artist, writer, and
worker. His practice
has recently moved
into illustration and
visual storytelling blending physical
and digital methods. Their work
prefers to suggest and explore as
much as examine, often utilizing
humour in service to any other
pursuit. It’s a lash and carriage thing.
When he isn’t working or making he
is pacing or talking, eating or sleeping.
While sleeping he may be doing any
of those in a dream.

Roger Garcia is a
self taught freelance
cartoonist/illustrator
and art educator based
out of Edmonton,
Alberta who works in acrylics, ink
and digital media. His illustrations
have been published in humor books,
children’s books, newspapers and
educational material. Aside from
his own art making, Roger has
been involved in the Edmonton arts
community for over 20 years and
enjoys giving back and sharing his
skills whenever possible. He also
facilitates drawing and art workshops
for children and adults in art galleries,
community centers, schools, youth
camps and local art events.
Jacqueline
Huskisson is
an interdisciplinary
artist born and raised
in Calgary. Her art
practice approaches the question of
our existence through expressions
of the human form. She received a
B.F.A in Print Media from the Alberta
College of Art and Design and an
M.F.A in Interdisciplinary Studies
from the Belfast School of Art. She
has had solo exhibitions at Main
Space Gallery (Alberta Printmakers,
Calgary), and Poolside Gallery
(VideoPool, Winnipeg). Jacqueline
has also been doing various projects,
installations, and residencies around
Canada, Northern Ireland, Germany
and Finland. She is the recipient of
various local and national grants, the
inaugural receipt of the Scott Leroux
Media Arts Exploration Fund and won
a Juror Award for the 2021 Salt Spring
National Art Prize. Her next exhibition
will be with the Helmut exhibition
space in Leipzig Germany in 2022.
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Savannah Tries is
an multidisciplinary
artist living in
amiskwaciwâskahikan,
also known as
Edmonton, on Treaty 6 Territory.
Her art is forthcoming in publications
by Bed Zine and Renegade Arts
Entertainment. Follow her on
Instagram @savannahtriesart or
Twitter @savannahtries
Hello, my name is
Stephany Victorine
(They/He/She). I am
a freelance Illustrator
and printmaker
originating from the Seychelles
Islands and currently reside in
Calgary, Alberta. I have graduated
with a BA in Comms Media from the
University of Calgary and continue
to practice Communication within
my work. My work focuses on Queer
(2SLGBTQ+) Culture, BIPOC Culture,
Seychelles (Creole) Culture and,
Sex and Gender. It is my mission to
create inclusive and diverse art that
promotes the beauty and richness of
these subjects.
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Eve Salomons is
currently a student
in the UBC Creative
Writing program in
Vancouver, but grew
up in Edmonton, Alberta. They really
enjoy making comics and illustrations
that are often just a little too personal.
You can find more of their work on
Instagram at @vegrbleboyart.

Pauline Johnson

Note on how to read this issue:
to find the title and creator of
each work by page number,
see the last page.

ARTIST BIO
Pauline Johnson was raised in Maskwacis
territory bordered within Alberta. Growing
up, Nehiyaw (Plains Cree), her art has always
turned to visual and emotional artworks.
Using comic and graphic storytelling to help
create her art. Using the balance of visuals,
culture and history she creates art related to
LGBTQ+ and Indigenous matters.
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ABOUT THE ARTWORK
Figuring out how to love and navigate mental illness is
often ambiguous. Often there isn’t a black and white answer.
The most important thing I’ve learned is to support and care.
Having compassion and patience.
In my comic, A Faint Wail Across the Sea, I created it in the
perspective of a couple trying to navigate the uneasiness
of fear and anxiety. How to be a healthy support for
their partner.
The difficult thing is realizing, if you’re not careful, the stable
person can become another casualty. Understanding that
you can’t support them if you’re also drowning. That you
need to care for you, before you can help.

O pposite Page : Pauline
Johnson, A Faint Wail
Across the Sea, 2021.
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BLAIR BRENNAN

Condition recently downgraded.
Damage to the spine is apparent
– stress and full spine break with
tears through multiple pages.
Visible attempts to repair this damage
are noted. Additional damage to the
cover – creasing, fading and chew
marks (rodents?). Missing pages severely
impact a comic’s value, we therefore
note the absence of numerous pages.
Previous grading of this comic may
have been as high as “Very Good/Fine”
(5.0/10). However, recent developments
oblige us to a lower evaluation of
“Fair/Good” (1.5/10) or “Fair” (1.0/10),
appropriate for comics that may be
worn and in general disarray but still
somewhat intact and readable.
1 – Do You Need Extra Money?
2 – Stay the Course
3 – A Building Downtown
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phone is to stick
digital_dirt
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SNAPline 2021.3:Punchline
FEATURED ARTIST: PAULINE JOHNSON
I N THI S I S S U E

Kenney Variant (p.12–13)..................................by Matt Dunlop & Stephany Victorine
Meloncholy (p.14–15)..............................................................................by Savannah Tries
Trails and Tribulations of a Printmaker (p.16–17)................by Jacqueline Huskisson
Do You Need Extra Money?, Stay the Course,
A Building Downtown (p.18–21).................................................................by Blair Brennan
A Guide to Fending off a Full-Blown
Emotional Breakdown (p.22–23).............................................................by Eve Salomons
Phone is to Stick (p.24–25)............................................................................by digital_dirt
Plot Twist (p.26–27)..............................................................by Michelle Campos Castillo
Finding Funny (p.28)...............................................................................by Teddy Edwards
2020 The Year of the Adopted Pet, What’s Behind our Masks?,
COVID Haircuts we Gave Ourselves in 2020 (p.29–31)..........................by Roger Garcia
underwater cooler (p.32–34)............................................................................by Brad Fehr

UPCOMING COURSES & WORKSHOPS

2022

Linocut Reduction on Letterpress

Intro to Relief Printing

Print Sampler: Intro to Printmaking

CMYK & Collaged Screen
Printed Surfaces

Saturday & Sunday, Jan. 15 & 16
10am – 5pm
Instructor: Brianna Tosswilll

Wednesdays, Feb. 9 – March 9
6pm – 10pm
Instructor: Myken McDowell

Thursdays, Feb. 10 – March 17
6pm – 9pm
Instructor: Andrew Thorne

Saturday & Sunday, Feb. 26 & 27
10am – 5pm
Instructor: Agata Garbowska
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